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Syphilis Reverse Algorithm (NEW) 
 

 

+Test begins with Treponemal Ab. 
Order “Syphilis Total Treponemal Ab Screen W/Reflex”. 

Is the Treponemal test reactive? 

Serology not consistent with syphilis. 
No further evaluation unless clinically 

indicated (e.g., early infection). 

Lab will reflex to nontreponemal test, 

“Rapid Plasma Reagin with Reflex to Titer”. 
Is nontreponemal test reactive? 

Known past history of syphilis? 
Request second Treponemal test (FTA or TPPA) that targets different 

antigen for patients with unknown history of treated syphilis.*  
Is the repeat Treponemal test reactive?  

Yes 

No 

Serology consistent with untreated syphilis. 

Serology consistent with new infection, 

inadequate past treatment, or expected 

posttreatment serologic finding. 

Yes No 

No 

Serology consistent with 

early, latent, or previously 

treated syphilis. 

Syphilis unlikely. Initial Treponemal test 

likely false positive. No further 

evaluation unless clinically indicated. 

No Yes 

*Fluorescent Treponemal Antigen (FTA), Syphilis Confirmation 
This test is orderable in EPIC. 

*Treponema pallidum Antibody, Particle Agglutination (TPPA) 
This test is orderable in EPIC.  
+
Monitoring syphilis treatment 

Order “Rapid Plasma Reagin with Reflex to Titer (Monitoring only)”. This test is orderable in EPIC. 

Yes 
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